
40002013 Matthew 2 13-18 A Mother's Weeping (MLM) – page 1 

www.scholia.net 

"A Mother's Weeping" -- Matthew 2:13-18 

A Dialogue Sermon with Anthony M. McCoy 

28 December Anno Domini 1997 

Holy Innocents' Day 

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho 

Fear not, for behold, I bring you Good Tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 

For there is born to you this day in the City of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:10-11 

Dear Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

In the midst of this joyful Christmastide, along with the celebrational singing of Joy to the Word 

there is, as this day of the church year reminds us, the weeping sound of grieving mothers. While we 

are still in the melodic, lullaby hymning of Away in a Manger, there is, as the readings for this day 

indicate, a note of awful grief and mournful sobs. Disturbing the soft, peaceful quiet of the silent 

night, from various locations we hear the discordant sounds of mothers weeping for their baby boys 

... these holy innocents of Bethlehem who had been slain by Herod's henchmen. 

The sermon for this day is in the form of a dialogue. A college student has returned to his mother's 

home for the Christmas break and he has come to church with her. He is sitting at one of the tables in 

the fellowship hall after the worship service and the pastor sits down to speak with him. 

You are invited to listen in on their conversation using the Gospel Reading as the text, while the 

theme is ... 

... "A Mother's Weeping" 

Now when they (the magi or wisemen) had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there 

until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." When he arose, he took 

the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of 

Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of 

Egypt I called My Son." Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 

exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem 

and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined 

from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, 

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children, 

Refusing to be comforted, 

Because they are no more." 

Thus far the inspired and inerrant Word of the LORD our God. 
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Pastor: Hi, I'm Pastor McCoy. I greeted you at the door but I don't get much time there to visit. 

Tony: (reserved and formal) Understandable. I'm George. George Albright. 

Pastor: Ah, yes. Virginia's son. Do you live around here? 

Tony: (a bit pompous) I am a fourth year college student in Nebraska. 

Pastor: Excellent! What are you studying? 

Tony: (brief and to the point) Behavior Science major. English Lit. minor. 

Pastor: That's a neat combination. What classes have you enjoyed the most? 

Tony: Ethical Systems in the Postmodern Age. 

Pastor: Do you consider yourself an advocate of Postmodernism? 

Tony: It is interesting, but I'm not tied to it. I'm flexible. I approve of the fact that people and people 

groups should be tolerant of the truths that others develop and the norms and standards of individual 

customs and sociological practices that proceed from such varied truths. Everyone must be permitted 

to determine truth and allowed to proceed with life as they define it. I particularly enjoy case studies 

of cultures and sub-cultures as they define truth and practice it. 

Pastor: Really? 

Tony: Indeed. 

Pastor: So, you're home visiting over your Christmas break. (waits) ... Well, your mother is certainly 

one of the faithful here in this congregation. She doesn't miss one of the divine services very often. 

I'll bet she hasn't missed church more than once in the last three years. 

Tony: (short) Ironic. 

Pastor: I don't understand. 

Tony: My mother misses once every three years or so. I go once every three years or so. 

Pastor: I see. But I don't recall having met you before. 

Tony: You haven't. I haven't been here in this building for quite a few years. 

Pastor: But you're here today and for that both your mother and I are glad. 

Tony: Look, my being here today is not my first choice of things to do. I don't like being here. It is a 

gift to my mother. She wanted me to come with her here today and I am here because it is my gift to 

her. This is her thing. 
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Pastor: Okay, I think I understand. Your coming to church with your mother is your Christmas 

present to her. 

Tony: (obdurate, firm, and a bit louder) No! It is a holiday gift; not a Christmas present. 

Pastor: I am beginning to understand. You don't believe in Christmas or the Christian God, do you, 

George? 

Tony: (self-confident) Let's just say, I have no respect for a god who does not even come up to the 

standard of what a reasonable person would do. I respect you because I trust that you would do the 

decent thing if faced with the situation. I have no respect for your god, and therefore, no respect for 

your office. 

Pastor: God, in your way of thinking, is not to be trusted because He would not do the decent thing if 

He was faced with the situation? 

Tony: (determined and almost bitter) Exactly. You reaffirmed that for me once again this morning. 

Pastor: You must explain. 

Tony: (sighing, but proceeding) Look. It was that Gospel reading this morning. Don't you recognize 

the awfulness of God in the slaughter of those innocent children? 

Pastor: God didn't slaughter those baby boys; Herod did. 

Tony: If God really exists, then what you just said is totally unacceptable. Any reasonable human 

being ... any person with a shred of decency would be morally, socially, ethically, and, I would 

guess, probably legally bound to give a warning to those mothers whose baby boys were about to be 

slain. 

Pastor: So, you don't approve of what Herod did? 

Tony: No, and I don't approve of a god who doesn't intercede, especially when that god is supposed 

to be one of love. 

Pastor: Well, I'm glad that, while postmodernism is of interest to you, you are not one of its disciples 

or apostles. 

Tony: What do you mean? 

Pastor: Well, under the principles of postmodernism, everyone determines and practices his or her 

own truth. If you buy the theory of postmodernism, then you must permit Herod to determine and 

practice his own truth - even if it results in infanticide. 

Tony: Herod is not the problem here. God is. I want to talk about God. 

Pastor: I'm glad because so do I. 
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Tony: Look, a reasonable, humane person would be compelled to help those babies escape the 

sword. You and me, yes. God, no. He gives warning to no one except Joseph, the caregiver of His 

own Son. All the other babies and toddlers get hacked to pieces while each shocked mother must 

stand by and behold the death of her son. Meanwhile, with gold, frankincense, and myrrh in hand, 

God's Son takes off for Egypt. Sounds just a bit self-serving, don't you think? 

Pastor: At first glance, it might seem self-serving. But if you look into the Bible, I believe you will 

find the event self-sacrificing. 

Tony: Again, typical. The pastor who taught me in confirmation class used to do the same thing. The 

first last and the last first. To him who has will more be given and to him who has not, even what he 

has will be taken away. You guys turn things completely around, doing so to make God look good 

and to justify Him. 

Pastor: I don't have to justify Him. It is, if you'll excuse my saying so - He has to justify us. 

Tony: (exasperated) Right. 

Pastor: Look, George, we human beings just naturally get it backwards when we try to work things 

out in our own hearts and minds. God tells us that He wants us to be with Him in Paradise and then 

sends Adam and Eve out into a world of thorns, thistles, and death. God tells us that He will send 

His Son to defeat death and, in order to do so, He must die on a cross. 

Tony: Picture that Gospel Reading in your mind. Don't you see the innocent babies and toddlers 

being murdered after God tells Joseph to get His Son out of the little town of Bethlehem? 

Pastor: I can't deny what you say, for it is from the Bible. George, I do see both. But just because I 

see them both ... that doesn't mean I approve of those little boys being murdered does it? 

Tony: (ignoring his question, but pressing on.) And don't you hear the unceasing sobs and gut-

wrenching, mournful cries of their mothers? 

Pastor: I hear them, but I don't know them by experience. George, I have a son and he's grown up 

now and has a wife. But there was a time when my son was a baby and I loved him and played with 

him. He was one of the great joys in my life. When he was two years old we would wrestle on the 

floor and play soccer in the house. When he was asleep I would just look at him and thank God for 

him. If he were to have died at the age of two, ... well, I can't even imagine what that would be like. 

If he had been murdered by an insane lunatic, ... well, to be honest with you, I'm not sure that I 

wouldn't have abandoned and blamed God, as well as gone on a personal vendetta against all child-

slayers. 

Tony: (Not as pushy as before, but determined.) If you knew what was going to happen to those 

baby boys, wouldn't you have taken every step you could to save them from death? 

Pastor: .... Yes. 

Tony: (Softer, but determined.) Well, God knew about it, He wrote of the weeping mothers in the 

Old Testament, and He could have interceded to save their babies from death ... and He didn't! 



40002013 Matthew 2 13-18 A Mother's Weeping (MLM) – page 5 

www.scholia.net 

Pastor: Are you sure He didn't? 

Tony: Are you trying to turn things around again? 

Pastor: No, I'm not trying to turn things around. 

Tony: (a bit suspicious) You're trying to turn me around? 

Pastor: Well, let me try, at least, to point in a different direction. Those little boys of Bethlehem were 

a part of God's people. They belonged to him by one of the Old Testament means of grace, 

circumcision. For their sake, the toddling Son of God had to escape Herod's sword in Bethlehem. 

However, Jesus would not escape death. His was a special death, not unforeseen and quick like a 

baby slain by a sword. He would know exactly what was coming. He would die for those baby boys 

in Bethlehem, and not for them only, but for the sins of the whole world ... for your sins, for your 

mother's sins, and for mine. Roman nails and a Judean cross were the means by which His death was 

effected, but what killed Him was the stroke of God's justice. 

Tony: And pastor, what of the grieving mothers in Bethlehem? An infant's death by the sword is not 

felt by the child, but by the mother. What of those poor, heart-wrenching mothers? 

Pastor: George, at the foot of the cross, whose soul was pierced through with a sword as she beheld 

her Son dying on that cross? Whose tears rolled down her face and into her mouth with double 

bitterness? 

Tony: Mary's. 

Pastor: Right, Jesus' mother. God knew that she would weep and He knew that His Son was going to 

die. He let it happen, for us. 

Tony: (determined and focused) Have you ever heard a mother weep at the death of a child? 

Pastor: Yea, ... I have. It's awful. 

Tony: (sincere and tight) Yea, it's awful. 

Pastor: There's something weighing heavy on you right now, isn't there George? 

Tony: Well, have you ever heard your mother weep at the loss of a loved one? 

Pastor: Please say some more. 

Tony: Pastor, have you ever heard my mother weep as she did after my dad died? 

Pastor: Tell me about it. 

Tony: (resigned) The summer after I was confirmed in this church my dad suddenly died. Just after I 

had made my confirmation vows to remain faithful and to suffer all things, even death rather than 

fall away from the faith, my God allowed my dad to die and my mom to grieve. She cried some in 
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the daytime, but at night, when it was quiet in the house, I heard her sob openly and uncontrollably. 

She wept bitterly for months ... night after night. God could have kept my dad alive and He didn't. 

God could have kept my mom from grieving and He didn't. 

Pastor: So, you resolved to have nothing to do with God? 

Tony: Right, and that's where I am today. ... You know, I think I could have been able to handle my 

dad's death. For him the pain and suffering were over and he was with God. But it was the tears and 

weeping of my mom that I could not reconcile. How can I listen to my mother's weeping and trust in 

God at the same time? 

Pastor: Well, how was your mother able to weep and trust in God at the same time? 

Tony: It's different. If I'm going through something I can endure it. 

Pastor: Can you really? 

Tony: (confident voice) Yes. But when someone else is suffering, I want to correct the situation and 

will do everything in my power to alleviate the suffering. 

Pastor: Really? 

Tony: (sincere) Yes, if it is within my power. 

Pastor: George, you asked me a moment ago if I had ever heard your mother weep? The answer is 

yes, I have. On several occasions, your mother has stopped by my office to talk about the greatest 

hurt in her life. She wasn't talking about the death of your dad. She was talking about how you have 

wandered from the Lord God and the Christian faith. She is afraid for you, prays to God to bring you 

back, and talks to me about what she can do. In the midst of all this, your mother weeps and her tears 

are more bitter than any other tears in the world. 

Tony: (almost angry) Are you enjoying this? 

Pastor: No, I'm not. But for your sake, it is necessary for you to know about these things. 

Tony: (enduring) I'm listening. 

Pastor: Look, I take nothing away from nor diminish in any way the tears of those mothers in 

Bethlehem when I say this, but they were only tears for the loss of physical life in this world. There 

is a reunion in heaven of those holy martyrs and their faithful mothers. No indeed, the bitterest tears 

are those shed by a mother whose son, while remaining physically alive in this world, has died 

spiritually. That woman goes to sleep every night with her son on her heart and she knows that if her 

son dies in such a spiritual state, there will be no heavenly reunion. How bitter are those tears, 

George! 

Tony: (calm and thoughtful) I'm listening. 



40002013 Matthew 2 13-18 A Mother's Weeping (MLM) – page 7 

www.scholia.net 

Pastor: Jesus, the Son of God begotten of His Father from eternity and the Son of Man born of the 

virgin Mary slept in a manger, shed His Blood on the eighth day, escaped to Egypt, grew up in 

Galilee, walked through Samaria, taught the people, healed the sick, washed filthy feet, humbled 

Himself, wore the spit of man, bore the cross beam, died being forsaken by God and mocked by man 

in the darkness of this world's sin, was placed in a tomb, rose again from the death, ascended into 

heaven, and all for those Bethlehem boys, for those weeping mothers whose children were no more, 

for you, and for your weeping mother. 

Tony: (a bit repentant) What? Am I supposed to believe so that my mother will stop her weeping? 

Pastor: No, for that would be as phony as the holiday gift you have given your mother this year. 

Your belief in God and your gift to your mother need to be genuine. 

Tony: (earnestly listening) And what of my mother? 

Pastor: Well, George, your mother must do exactly what those mothers in Bethlehem did. She can do 

nothing to save you from death. She must stand aside, cry out to God, and watch, for there is nothing 

for her to do but offer prayers, look for opportunities for you to hear the Word, and shed tears. The 

question is, "How bitter are those tears going to be that she will shed? One way or the other, she will 

weep. But will they be joyful tears of a mother whose son has truly come home, or will they be the 

bitterest of tears?" 

Tony: (sincere) True believing is not just something you turn on. I just can't do it, you know? 

Pastor: Certainly true. You can not, by your own reason ... 

Tony: ... or strength, believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to Him. But the Holy Ghost has called 

me by the Gospel. I am amazed that I still remember that catechism meaning. 

Pastor: God, if He does not have you, George, is working on you real hard. He does not let go of His 

own so easily. He drew you to Himself in Baptism and is working on you now despite yourself. 

Those associated with Him have often suffered the consequences. The little boys of Bethlehem 

belonged to the Lord, and on His account had their lives cut short ... right after their baptisms if you 

understand what I mean. Some of the Lord's babies are here on this earth a very short time. Others 

are allowed to grow up and leave home, and go to college, and wander far afield, and have an 

opportunity to return to Him once again.  

Tony: (drawning back a bit) Well, I'm not so easily convinced. Do you think I could be converted in 

such a short time as this? 

Pastor: God knows. God does strange things - whether in a long time or in a short time. I just know 

this, that you have a lifetime to be converted and God will not give you rest until you are His once 

again, and if you are never His, you will still get no rest, ever. 

Tony: (slight frustration) I just don't understand or like some of the things that God permits ... like 

Herod's slaughter of the innocent children. 
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Pastor: Good. At least we're in agreement there. I don't understand many of the things that God 

permits and I ask "Why?". And I certainly don't like some of those events ... like Herod's slaughter of 

the children and our Lord Jesus' death on the cross. God has never told us we have to like such 

events. He simply wants us to trust Him ... that He knows what He is doing and that what He does or 

permits will be for our good in the long run. 

Tony: (ironic) That sounds like my confirmation verse: We know that in everything God works for 

good with those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose. 

Pastor: I'm glad you remember it. Please don't forget what it means. 

Tony: (more formal and on guard) Well, that's for me to consider. But I have enjoyed our 

conversation here this morning and found it interesting. Thank you very much. I do believe I should 

get going as my mom is probably waiting. 

Pastor: No doubt, she is waiting. 

Tony: (formal.) Right. 

Pastor: Will you be at your mother's home for ... the Easter weekend? 

Tony: (evasive and cautious) Yes, I will probably be here for ... the Spring Break. 

Pastor: Well, let me just end by inviting you to give your mother an Easter gift. 

Tony: (coy) We'll see, won't we? 

Pastor: Indeed, George Albright, this is most certainly true. 


